The Grapevine
January / February 2023

A Word from the Pastor
One problem with welcoming a new year is that it comes at a
time when nothing really feels new. The Christmas decorations
are beginning to look a little disheveled and the Christmas lights
have slightly dimmed, with Christmas Day now in the past.
Taking them down is more of a chore than it felt when we first
put them up. And not to knock a much-loved carol, but if
Christmas takes place “in the deep midwinter”, Winter hasn’t
even gotten out of the gate at Christmastime. By New Year’s
Day, winter’s coldest two and a half months are still ahead, with
few holidays to break up the monotony of gray skies.
And yet, even amid all the sameness of things, we can
sometimes feel the moments passing. In every season of life,
there is a new thing that God is doing, if we will open our hearts
and spirits to its unfolding. Whatever time it is in your life,
whatever your age or occupation, the voice still calls out to you
again from down the beach. “Follow me.” Or, as the God of
Isaiah declares, “I am about to do a new thing… Do you not
perceive it?” Sometime in this truly deep midwinter season I
encourage you to ask yourself these two questions: What new
thing am I being called to? What new thing is our church being
called to? Keeping the questions before us means we are
paying attention to the possibilities, the clues, the unexpected
answers, and by paying attention we allow God the opportunity
to make new discoveries with us.
May you have a Happy New Year, good health, and keep
whatever resolutions you have made (at least for a week :). May
we also continue to look for that which is new, that God may be
calling us to in our lives and in our ministry together.

Dave
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January 2023
Sun

Mon

1

2

Tue
3

5:00 TOPS

8

9

Maintenance
committee after
service & taking
down decorations

15

5:00 TOPS

17

11

18

6:00 Girl Scouts

5:00 TOPS

23

5

Fri
6

24

25

Sat
7
Memorial
Service
LindaKay
Beaumont

12

13

14
1:00 p.m.
Euchre

6:00 Garden
Club

History of Art
Club 3:00 p.m.

22

4

Thu

6:00 Girl Scouts

10

16

Wed

19

20

21

27

28

6:00 SESSION

26

5:00 TOPS

29

30

31

5:00 TOPS

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1st:

Neil Bedford

16th: Doreen Bortle

ANNIVERSAY:

8th:

Lily Herrick

18th: Evelyn Taylor

January 2nd:

22nd: Sarah Efing

Sean & Jennifer
Herrick

11th: Chuck Dusen
Ben Herrick
Mary Smith
13th: Becky Wetzel

24th: Brittany Shultz
Will Robinson

Page 3

February 2023
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

6:00 Girl Scouts

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

14

15

16

17

18

24

25

ANNUAL
MEETING

12

5:00 TOPS

13

5:00 TOPS

19

20

6:00 Girl Scouts

21

March
Grapevine
Deadline

5:00 TOPS

26

27

28

5:00 TOPS

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1st

Amy Bolton

4th:

Ann Ver Hague

7th:

Craig Bower

21st: Dave Gross

22

6:00 SESSION

23
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The Session has called for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation
to be held on Sunday, February 5,2023, for the purpose of
receiving the annual reports of Session Committees, reviewing
The budget, and voting on the Terms of Call for the Pastor.

We invite you to join us in the Olmsted Hall after worship
service to hear reports on the ministry of each
our committees.

Plan to stay after the worship service on January 8th to
help take down the Christmas decorations.

Serving Together
Date

1/1

Communion Servers /
Bread Bakers
Servers:
Bread Baker:

Ushers

Pulpit Assistant
Dawn IrelandMonsees

1/8

Karl Washington

1/15

Barbara Galliford

1/22

Sandy Brady

1/29

Susan Privitera

2/5

Servers:
Bread Baker:

Flower
Chairperson
Candy Bower

Jeanne Smith
George Galliford

2/12

David Metzler

2/19

Lora Allen

2/26

Ann VerHague
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Christian Education & Program
Winterfest
Olmsted Hall and The Parlor were open for vendors during Winterfest. Four vendors participated. Chili and nachos were available
for purchase from our kitchen and we provided cookies at the Town tree lighting..
Memorial tree
The memorial tree was dedicated Sunday, after service, December 4, 2022.
Advent program
There was an advent program each Sunday after service during advent in The Parlor. The program ran November 27th through
December 18th, 2022. The title was: "Because of Bethlehem: Love is born, Hope is here: by Max Lucado.
Heart and Soul
This will be a new program for 2023 offered once a week. Different topics will be offered each week. The program will be held
Sundays at 11:15 a.m. in The Parlor. Upcoming topics will be posted in the bulletin and Grapevine.
Deb Shultz

Session Ministries 2022-2023
Care of Church Families/Mission: Pat Patton & Peg Wetzel
Finance: John Ruppersberger & Ann VerHague

Maintenance: Lora Allen & Ken Smith
Program/Christian Education: Deb Shultz
Music & Worship: Karl Washington & Dawn Ireland-Monsees

Treasurer: Candace Bower
Clerk of Session: Lynda Taylor
Moderator: Rev. David Pepper

First Presbyterian Church of
LeRoy

Did you know that the Grapevine is posted on our
website every month (www.presbyleroy.org)? Did
you also know that you can receive your Grapevine
via email? If you would like it sent to your inbox,
please send an email to:
office@presbyleroy.org
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LeRoy Pantry & Help Fund
Macaroni & cheese, canned vegetables, Hamburger Helper,
canned stew, oatmeal, soups, snacks, canned fruits & juices, pancake mix, syrup,
coffee, tea etc.
When you are grocery shopping, please add a few of these items to your grocery cart.
Help fill the donation box outside Olmsted Hall so these items can be donated to the local food pantrt.

Thank You for your generous donation to the LeRoy Pantry and Help Fund. Your donation of cash, food and gifts
was shared with families of the LeRoy Central School District.
We are helping approximately 100 families every year just at Christmas and 30 families each month. The
summertime also brings in more clients with school being out and the price of gas and groceries going up each
month.
We also donate items to the Back Pack Program and the LeRoy Rotary Community Kitchen.
The LeRoy Pantry and Help Fund is a non-profit charitable organization with the New York State Tax Exemption.
Thank you for your continued support to aid the families in need within the LeRoy Central School District.
The Board of the LeRoy Pantry
Judy Ridley

Jerry Diskin

John Rohl

Regina Diskin

Dave Moore

Lynda Taylor

Sylvia Traxler

Jeanice Keaton

Maintenance Committee
The Maintenance Committee wants to extend our sincere Thanks to the
McPherson Farms (David, Carol, Marney and David), for once again
this year, donating the beautiful tree we have on our porch! The Memorial Tree has become a favorite tradition in our church community
and we so appreciate the Frosts’ kindness and generosity!

Senior Citizens of LeRoy and do not meet in January or February.
Next meeting is March 15, 2023 at 12:30 pm.
NEW LOCATION: Our Lady of Mercy Community Center

Wishing you & your families a joyous holiday season and we look forward to seeing you in March 2023.
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THRIFT SHOP NEWS
The thrift shop closed for the winter at 2:00 p.m. on
December 3rd. The shop remained open later for
the Winterfest shoppers.
This is the fifth year for the shop. The support and interest from church members and the
community continues to help staff and provide the necessary donations.
Two 50% off sales were held this year. The first in the middle of summer and the second the two
weeks before closing.
The small furniture area continues to be a great success. Small tables, chairs, lamps, desks
and more filled the room. We will continue this area for 2023.

Thank you all for helping make the Thrift Shop a success. We look forward to working with
everyone in 2023.
The total income was $10,002.50 with expenses at $434.68 and net profit $9,567.82.
The shop will re-open in May 2023.

Thank your from the Thrift Shop overseers: June Dusen, Sandy Brady, Robin Upson,
John and Joan Ruppersberger.

REMINDER: There is still time to bring in or
mail in your pledge card for 2023. If you need a
new pledge card call the office (768-8700) and
one will be mailed to you.
Thank You!

Thanks to all that have already sent in their pledge cards for 2023.
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PRAYER CHAIN
Tell your troubles and they are halved, share your joys and they are doubled.

Even with our busy lives it is so very important that we do not forget our friends who are ill or
in harm’s way. Help lift up their spirits with your prayers.
Kathy Fitch
Elizabeth Barber (Nevin-Brown)
Martha Monsees

Deb Shultz

Gretchen Oakes

You can initiate the Prayer Chain anytime by calling Rev. Pepper (585-409-6929).
Remember that patient privacy laws prohibit hospitals and nursing homes from contacting
clergy when patients are admitted, so we ask that families notify the church when a family
member is admitted.

Pomeroy Foundation Grant for New Historical Marker
First Presbyterian Church

This past summer we were notified by Lynne Belluscio (Town/Village Historian) that our church was eligible for a federal marker (such as those at the Post Office and at the Le Roy House, among others), since
we are on the National Register of Historic Places (2014). This marker program is sponsored by the National Register and
administrated through the Pomeroy Foundation (a non-profit formed by the company that casts those familiar bronze markers and historical plaques.) We already have an oval National
Register bronze plaque to the right of the front doors on our Main Street porch; but it is small and cannot
be seen from the street. So, the Session decided to apply for the Pomeroy Grant. We received the grant
this fall, making it possible for the marker (and post) to be made and installed at no cost to us. It will be
placed on the Clay Street side of the building, since we already have a NYS marker in the front yard,
along with our Church sign, crabapple trees, and other plantings. The new sign will give us more of a
presence on Clay Street, as well.
We have received notice that the marker is being shipped soon; it will be placed in the Spring. (Please
note that federal historic markers are “National Park Service Brown” with white letters, distinguishing
them from NYS-sponsored signs which use dark blue with yellow letters.)

2023 Per Capita amount is: $36.45 per member
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REMINDER: Please keep the church office updated on any address, phone number or email
address changes you have made throughout the year. Many have decided to discontinue
their home phone numbers and are now using cell phones for their primary contacts.
You may call the church office and leave any updates on the voicemail or drop a note
to the church office.
Thanks!!!

First Presbyterian Church
7 Clay Street
Le Roy, NY 14482
Phone: 585-768-8700
Office@presbyLeRoy.org

Know Christ. Live Christ.
Share Christ.

We, the faithful people of a loving God, are the caring congregation of the First Presbyterian
Church of Le Roy, dedicated to Christ’s ministry. We will share our faith through worship,
fellowship, and in service to our church and the greater community.

